THE EARLY ENGLISH GOVERNORS   139

a board of eight overseers and a constable for one
year. Little by little English law and English in-
stitutions were to crowd out Dutch law and Dutch
political institutions in the conquered province.

By his wise policy, his magnetic personality, his
scholarly tastes, and his social geniality, Nicolls
seems to have won all hearts. Maverick, his
colleague, wrote Lord Arlington that it was won-
derful how this man could harmonize things in a
world so full of strife. Entrusted by the Duke of
York with practically unlimited power, he used it
with the utmost discretion and for the good of the
province. When he resigned his post after four
years of service, New York was deeply regretful
over his departure and Cornelis Steenwyck, the
Dutch mayor of the city, gave a farewell banquet
in his honor.

His successor, Colonel Francis Lovelace, was a
favorite at court and a gallant cavalier who had
been loyal to the King throughout his adversity.
With far less ability than Nicolls, Lovelace was
at one with him in desire to benefit and unify the
colony. He established a club where English,
French, and Dutch were spoken, and he offered
prizes to be run for on the Long Island race-course.
Under his rule shipping increased and trade flour-